
SOUTH CAMBRIDGESHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL

Minutes of the Climate and Environment Advisory Committee held on
Monday, 25 March 2019 at 3.00 p.m.

Chairman: Pippa Heylings
Vice-Chairman: Dr. Martin Cahn

Committee Members in attendance:
Sue Ellington
Peter Fane
Jose Hales

Councillors in attendance:
Philippa Hart, Geoff Harvey and Hazel Smith

Officers:
Patrick Adams Senior Democratic Services Officer
Philip Bird Business Improvement & Efficiency Manager
Jane Green Head of New Communities / Interim Head of 

Development Control
Mike Huntington Principal Planning Officer
Kevin Ledger Policy and Performance Officer
Siobhan Mellon Development Officer - Climate and Environment
Katherine Southwood Project Officer

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Peter McDonald.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.

3. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the meeting held on 4 February 2019 were agreed as a correct record, 
subject to the inclusion of the following recommendation in minute 5, Waterbeach New 
Town: “The Committee recommended that the project should exceed clause 9 of SS/7, 
which was in line with the Local Plan and the administration’s zero carbon target.”

4. CHAIRMAN'S REPORT

The Chairman congratulated Siobhan Mellon on her appointment to the Council’s new 
post of Development Officer – Climate and Environment and welcomed her to her first 
meeting in her new role.

The Chairman reminded the Committee of the Zero Carbon Future symposium on 21 May 
at the Pitt Building in Cambridge, which would be opened by the Council’s Joint Planning 
Director. All were encouraged to attend.

5. BOURN AIRFIELD PLANNING APPLICATION

The Principal Planning Officer introduced this item on the proposed development on Bourn 
Airfield. He drew the Committee’s attention to paragraphs 3 and 4 in the report, which 
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committed the development to being an example of 
 sustainable development 
 healthier living 
 exceeding the sustainable design and construction standards established by the 

Local Plan.

The developers gave a presentation and then invited questions from the Committee.

Renewable Energy
Councillor Geoff Harvey suggested that the planned photo voltaic array would only deliver 
a small amount of the settlement’s energy needs. The developers explained that a number 
of different renewable energy sources were being considered and the wishes of 
prospective home owners would also determine how energy was provided on the site. The 
Committee expressed the hope that the development would deliver far more than the 
minimum of 10% of its energy needs from renewable sources. It was noted that the 
Chancellor had announced that there were be no more gas boilers installed in new homes 
after 2025 and this was likely to mean more electric heating on the site, particularly in the 
later stages of development.

Drainage
The developers explained that the run off from the site would be carefully managed and 
this could mean increasing the flow rate of the river. It was noted that the developers were 
working with the Wildlife Trust to manage the ecology of the area.

Land search
In response to questioning the developer explained that a thorough land search would be 
carried out on the old air field site and archaeologists would also be involved.

It was noted that the management fee for land maintenance was estimated at £200 per 
year for every home.

Sustainable transport
The developers explained that charge points for electrical cars would be installed on the 
site. It was noted that the settlement would be well served by public transport.

The Chairman thanked the developers for their informative presentation and answers.

6. SCDC INVESTMENT IN GREEN ENERGY - UPDATE

The Policy and Performance Officer presented this report, which updated the Committee 
on the Council’s Green Energy Investment programme, including projects at both South 
Cambridgeshire Hall and Waterbeach Depot.

High Level Assessment
It was noted that Bouygues had completed a High Level Assessment for the South Cambs 
Hall site, which provided a business case for seven energy conservation measures.

Electric transport
It was noted that further investigations should build on the electric vehicle charging point 
provisions within the High Level Assessment providing the Council with the option of 
charging visitors for recharging their electrical cars at the Council’s main office. It was  
also noted that the Shared Waste service will be considering the transition to an electric 
fleet.
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The Committee noted the report.

7. CAMBRIDGE AND SOUTH CAMBS TREE PLANTING PROPOSAL

The Chairman presented this report from the Trees and Design Action Group on the 
benefits of systematic tree planting within the District. The Group had proposed planting 
trees and assessing its impact over time on agreed physical, social/educational and 
economic outcomes. There was funding from the Government for this.

It was noted that because this was an urban project, it made sense to focus on areas such 
as Orchard Park. It was further noted that the A14 upgrade had removed many trees, 
which should be replaced.

The Committee voiced its support for this project and noted the report.

8. FORWARD PLAN: MAY 2019

The Committee added the following issues to its Forward Plan:
 Construction Guide
 Climate Strategy
 Guidance on Listed Building

9. DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS

The Committee agreed to hold its next meeting on Tuesday 7 May at 3pm.

The Meeting ended at 5.15 p.m.


